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Outline

This is a story about a few children who grew up in an orphanage.  It is also a story about a single mother who battled against all odds and at last, made a life for herself and her children in a foreign land. 

The time moves from 1956 to 1990.  The setting drifts from Taiwan to the United States.  The children in the story grow from innocent and vulnerable to middle-aged, competent and established.


If the ultimate dream of a deaf person is to hear the birds singing; a blind to see the rainbow crossing; what then, would be the ultimate dream of an orphaned child?  


Is one’s fate determined by one’s own character?  Is “happiness” really just a state-of-mind?  Putting “wealth and fame” aside, is the paramount contentment of one’s life to experience love between parent and child, brother and sister, friend and friend, man and woman?


When the pain persists, the loneliness distends, and the conflicts sharpen – how does one triumph over the encounters and reclaim one’s life?


There are four main characters in this story: Pam-chi, Ming-ming, Fong-yuan, and Chun-dai.  Pam-chi loses her mother at age of nine.  Together with her sister and brother, Pam-chi’s father sends them to an orphanage.  In the young eye of the despairing girl, Mrs. Lee, the woman in charge of the orphanage, is sympathetic, forthcoming and caring.  Over time, Pam-chi not only transfers the love and affection she once had for her mother to Mrs. Lee, but also falls in love with Mrs. Lee’s son, Chun-dai.


A devastating fire ravages the orphanage.  As a result, Mrs. Lee is fired from her position and the orphanage is shut down.  Experiencing excruciating mental anguish and deep humiliation, Mrs. Lee holds Pam-chi responsible for these tribulations.

Life is hard after returning to the small apartment of Pam-chi’s father and his new wife.  In helping to pay for daily expenses and her brother’s tuition, Pam-chi gives up the opportunity of going to a well regarded school during the day and instead attends a technical night school, while working full time.

Never fully recovered from the ordeal, Mrs. Lee considers Pam-chi unfit for her son Chun-dai, who enters a first-class university with an exceptionally promising future ahead of him.  Although Chun-dai reassures Pam-chi that his love for her remains unchanged, Pam-chi senses that the distance between them has grown when Chun-dai started university.


Although she would do anything to regain Mrs. Lee’s affection, Pam-chi is never given the opportunity.  When she learns that Chun-dai has become close to a girl in the university, in despair, Pam-chi marries another man and moves to the United States.


Throughout, love and family remain what Pam-chi longs for most.  Because of Mrs. Lee, Pam-chi experiences the pain of losing a mother for the second time.  She cannot remove that dark shadow from her life and has lost confidence in herself.   Consequently, Pam-chi loses touch with her feelings and sense of balance with her emotions. 

What’s more, the wound within Pam-chi is so deep and it disables her to accept help from anyone – not even from her dearest friends Ming-ming and Fong-yuan.  Pam-chi is in this battle on her own.  Like a fish out of water, she works vigorously to overcome hurdles, to survive.   Gradually, little by little, she becomes a changed person.  

Through her arduous journey, Pam-chi faces one of her darkest moments in which she at last elevates and makes peace with herself.  In the end, Pam-chi comes to realize what life is all about as she learns – or relearns the meaning of true love.
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